E-bulletin May 2006

Welcome to Play Scotland’s e-bulletin for members.

Copy deadline for next issue: 3 July 2006
E-mail your articles and information to: info@playscotland.org

We don't stop playing because we grow old; we grow old because we stop playing

George Bernard Shaw

LOBBY GARDEN AT SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

A special edition newsletter will be sent out on the above.

Third National Play Forum .............. Spaces Remaining ......................

There are still spaces available on our Third National Play Forum — The Pedagogy of Play —
which will be held on Thursday 1% June at the Albert Halls, Stirling.

For a booking form please contact Sharon at info@playscotland.org

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLAY (IPA)

The Scotland Branch of the IPA will be holding its AGM on the afternoon of 13" June at the

Miners Community Centre, Loanhead, Midlothian, preceded in the morning by a seminar on
the theme ‘Play, National and International’ at which Marguerite Hunter Blair, Director of Play
Scotland will be a principal speaker. IPA’s current review of its future aims and structure will
be also be discussed. Non-members or potential members as well as existing members will

be warmly welcomed.

Full details can be obtained from Alan Rees, Branch Secretary, 20 Seaforth Drive, Edinburgh

EH4 2BX Tel: 0131 315 3006 Email: at.rees@sol.co.uk




CENTRE FOR RESEARCH ON FAMLIES AND RELATIONSHIPS

The CRFR are always on the lookout for photos of people to use in their publications, fliers and
on their website. They would be delighted if you have a panache for photography if you could
send your photos direct to Play Scotland for their use.

They are interested in photos of people, families and relationships of all kinds, not just children
and parents, but groups of children, friends of all ages, older people, adults, and a diverse
range of people, in various settings.

If you are able to send photos, please send them in electronic form, to Sharon Forrester email:
info@playscotland.org Email subject - CFRF Photos

Please make sure that you have the permission of the people in the photographs before they
are sent. CFRF will credit the photographer if any pictures are used.

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS FOR PLAY — A PLAYLINK PAPER

There is a stated need for play to develop nationally applicable performance indicators. The
argument for this task being both urgent and necessary is that play needs to be represented
within national management performance and audit systems. There is merit in this argument.

There is, however, also a need for caution...

For more go to http://www.playlink.org.uk/responses/performance_indicators.php

OKtoAsk

OKtoAsk has been launched by Parenting Across Scotland (PAS). PAS is a partnership
involving different national organisations who between them have worked with and supported
thousands of parents. PAS believes that we need to value parenting and that parents deserve
the best possible information and support in bringing up children to reach their potential.

For more information go to: www.parentingacrossscotland.org or phone 0808 800 222

BALBARDIE PARK IN FINALS OF UK COMPETITION

A West Lothian play area has made it into the finals of a national competition, which celebrates
innovation in urban street design.

Balbardie Park has been shortlisted in the Local Government News Street Design Awards
2006 under the category of Children’s Play.



West Lothian Council refurbished the Bathgate play area this year, with the aim of encouraging
children of all ages and abilities to enjoy using it.

Following consultation with the community, including pupils from Balbardie Primary School,
Jupiter Play designed the park’s new look.

The play area was designed to be accessible, dynamic and stimulating, with a diverse range of
play activities to suit toddlers to teenagers. The layout was based on a stylised version of the
Yin Yang symbol, which represents peace, harmony and inclusion.

Since the project was completed in February it has proved popular with children and teenagers
with its wide range of fun facilities. As well as having swings and chutes the park features the
Skysurf, which mirrors the design of extreme sports like kite-surfing, while the spring mounted
Rodeo Board challenges users to defy gravity.

Convener of West Lothian Council’'s Community Safety Committee, Councillor Jim Swan, said:
“Quality play areas are very important and provide young people with safe and enjoyable
spaces to have fun outdoors. West Lothian Council has been working to redevelop our play
areas and Balbardie Park is an excellent example of how practical, fun equipment and facilities
can be incorporated into stunning design. It is great that the park has been recognised in this
national competition.”

The winners of the national competition will be announced later this month.

GREENSPACE SCOTLAND

New website launched

Our website has just been redesigned to help signpost users to a range of information on
projects, policy, useful tools, networking opportunities and discussions. Please take a look at
www.greenspacescotland.org.uk, and let us know what you think!

New Communications Manager

Christopher Lord will be joining Greenspace Scotland as Communications Manager in early
May. He has worked as a producer, researcher, marketing consultant and journalist for more
than twenty years, with recent posts as a partner in production company karpus projects and
as marketing manager at Glasgow's Centre for Contemporary Arts. Christopher has also
served on various committees for the Scottish Wildlife Trust and is Convenor Depute of the
Friends of the River Kelvin.

COMING SOON TO A WEB PAGE NEAR YOU ...l

Play Scotland will be setting up a new page within their Members Site titled ‘You'll never
believe it ...... " This will enable all our members to access any quotes or research they may
require for consultations, budget proposals, course work etc.

Examples:



$% &

We would be grateful if when you see / hear any quotes in newspapers, magazines, TV or
radio which you think are relevant to play and the health of our children and young people you
could send us the name of the paper/magazine, date, page number, the quote and the
research body, if its named, in order that we have an up to date comprehensive list available to
all.

All quotes / research to be emailed to info@playscotland.org Email Subject - Quotes

TRAINING

Workshop: Child Protection Awareness Study Day
Dates: 15 June, 11 July, 21 August, 30 August

Tutor: School of Community Health, Napier University

The study day is aimed at all workers who have contact with children or family members,
whether in a statutory, private or voluntary setting. The study day will include presentations,
case discussions and small group activities.

The cost will be £40 for a voluntary organization and £50 for a private or statutory organization.

For more information please contact Marjorie Keys, Lecturer for Child Protection Studies Tel:
0131 455 5314 Email: m.keys@napier.ac.uk

For more information please see: www.childreninscotland.org.uk
Tel: 0131 222 2405

Course: Play Therapy Follow-up Day
Date: 12 June

Location: Edinburgh

Tutor: Catherine Webster

This one-day follow-up workshop is designed for those who have already attended all three
parts of the Introduction to Play Therapy course.

For more information contact: Children in Scotland Tel: 0132 228 8484 Email:
info@childreninscotland.org.uk

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS AND EVENTS

Forum: The Pedagogy of Play



Date: 1% June 2006
Venue: Albert Halls, Dumbarton Road, Stirling

For further information please contact Sharon at info@playscotland.org

Seminar: Childcare Strategy Seminar
Date: 20™ June 2006
Venue: City Centre, Edinburgh

This Seminar will focus on Childcare Services for children and young people with Additional
Support Needs.

Presentations will be given by 2 providers of services and there will be workshop discussions
which will look at the barriers which still exist to provision. This will be followed by a panel
discussion. The panel will include providers, a rep from a Childcare Partnership, and Vijay
Patel of the Scottish Executive, who will also give a presentation on the proposed legislation
on Integrated Assessment for Children in need.

For further details contact Sue Clow Tel: 0141 564 1284 Email: admin@soscn.org

Conference: Wild and Away ....2"% National Environmental Playwork Conference
Date: 215 — 23" July 2006
Venue: Outdoor Conference Centre, Gloucestershire

The Wild and Away conference aims to draw together, celebrate and promote the growing
enthusiasm for environmental playwork in the UK.

For further details contact Wild and Away Tel: 01242 532949 Email: etaylorallee@glos.ac.uk
Web: www.playwork.co.uk/wildaboutplay

Seminar: Child in the City, 3" European Conference
Date: 16 - 18 October 2006
Venue: Stuggart Hall, Germany

The purpose of this international conference is to bring together social scientists, policy
makers, planners and practioners to shire current thinking and disseminate good practice on
one of the most pressing challenges facing urban government.

For more information contact: Child in the City Foundation
Email: lwaterreus@europoint-bv.com Web: www.europoint-bv.com/child2006




IMPORTANT DIARY DATES
Information to follow:
PlayDay, Play Naturally, 2 August 2006

Seminal Play Conference in conjunction with Play Scotland, SkillsActive and SQA,
26 & 27 October, Beardmore Hotel, Clydebank

PUBLICATIONS

Hattie and Friends

by Lesley Berrington

A Day in the Zoo is the first in a series of books to promote positive image of disability for your
children. Each book will feature a friend of Hattie’s with a different disability. For more
information please visit: www.hattieandfriends.com

New Sticky Kids CD - Jiggle & Wiggle

Fun and Fitness with Songs and Rhymes.

Cost £9.99 plus p&p

To order please contact SPPA, Sales Department, 45 Finnieston Street, Glasgow G3 8JU

Food Fun for Under Fives

SPPA Publication

This will give you ideas for food play, activities and recipes for groups.

Cost £4.50 plus p&p

To order please contact SPPA, Sales Department, 45 Finnieston Street, Glasgow G3 8JU



