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Lobby Garden at the Scottish Parliament
Play Scotland was delighted that Alex Fergusson, MSP sponsored a stall for us in the Lobby Garden on 16-18 May.  It was a wonderful experience and there was wide ranging cross-party support for Play Scotland’s ambition for a strategic approach to play in Scotland.  We made many new friends and won over many allies to the play cause. Over 80 MSPs signed the Play Statement below.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
PLAY SCOTLAND STATEMENT

Play Scotland is calling for Scotland to be a designated Child Friendly Country.


Play Scotland wants


· All School Playgrounds to offer a Positive Play Experience


· To Reclaim Playspace in parks, open spaces and local streets with Play Rangers


· A Playwork Education and Training Strategy to develop a Professional Playwork workforce


· £18M dedicated Lottery funding for Play as promised in 2001
(England has their £155M for Positive Play Opportunities)

A strategic approach to Play in Scotland is part of the solution to a sustainable healthy Scottish population.  A strategic approach is essential to ensure that children and young people’s play needs are met through the development of child friendly environments and practices at LOCAL LEVEL:

Home Zones (Safer Routes to School ( Community Playspaces and Facilities

( Local Authority Play Policies ( Child Friendly Neighbourhoods (
Creative Landscapes ( Quality Play Provision in School Grounds and Hospitals ( Disability Access and Inclusive Play ( Workforce Development of the Playwork Sector
Play Scotland DOES NOT WANT

·  22 out of Britain’s 25 unhealthiest neighbourhoods are in Scotland

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Media coverage was very positive with newspaper articles in the Herald on 19 May, Sunday Mail 21 May carrying anecdotes from the fun and games at the Lobby Garden.  In addition all local radios stations on 19th May carried an interview with Marguerite Hunter Blair “launching a scathing attack on The Scottish Executive for falling to provide a well resourced strategic approach to Play in Scotland”
.
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
PRESS RELEASES ISSUED FROM PLAY SCOTLAND
Ken McIntosh MSP’s motion, the Importance of Play has received the backing of 81 MSPs, supporting Play Scotland’s call for a Play Strategy.  Play Scotland is delighted to be sponsored by Alex Fergusson MSP, to have a stall in the Lobby Garden of The Scottish Parliament on 16, 17 & 18 May 2006.

Director Marguerite Hunter Blair said “In Scotland, we have the unhealthiest neighbourhoods and the fattest children who watch the most TV in the UK.  The sedentary, indoor lifestyle of our children and young people is leading to a generation of kids who are risk averse and don’t feel it’s safe to play outdoors.  A Play Strategy for Scotland would help reverse this trend”.

Board Director, Kenny Abbott said “We cannot continue to invest public money in traditional sport initiatives alone whilst our children are heading towards a healthy time bomb!  We have to strategically invest in Play and encourage our children to enjoy play both socially and physically.  In doing so we build a healthier nation that will demand improved facilities for both Play and Sport”.
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
The First Minister Jack McConnell received a copy of the Play Statement and was happy to hear the case for Play.  Marguerite Hunter Blair asked him to give his support for a Play Strategy in Scotland.
THANK YOU

Play Scotland would like to thank Alex Fergusson MSP his P.A. Gillian Gillies and everyone who helped man the stall: Margaret Westwood (Chair of Play Scotland), Heather Dunn (Newtongrange After School Club), Janet Law & Anne-Marie Mackin (SOSCN), Kenny Abbott & Tammy Devlin (Play Scotland Board Directors), Amanda Godsell (Broxburn Family and Community Development Centre) and Irene Hogg (Loanhead After School Club).
We would also like to thank the staff and security at the Scottish Parliament for their support and encouragement.
Should you require further information on this please contact us at the address below.
Midlothian Innovation Centre, Pentlandfield, Roslin EH25 9RE

Telephone 0131 440 9070       

 Email: info@playscotland.org            Web: www.playscotland.org
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